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days to come. Assuming Paris to be the
intellectual metropolis of the world, and its
school of unbelief after the first revolution to
be the real vanguard of human progress, the
materials for this famous law lay ready at
hand. A metaphysical dogma on three in-
evitable stages of all science, invented by a
solitary nursling of Voltairian unbelief, became
the magic wand by which all metaphysics and
theology were to be numbered with the nursery
toys of mankind in ages of mental childhood,
given up to oblivion, and done away for ever.

This alleged law must plainly refer to
the methods used for scientific progress, and
not to the favour it o subjects of thought. It
assorts that men, in the infancy of every
science, seek its advance by religious ideas
of sorao divine power; in its youth, by ab-
stract ideas, such as force and causality; and
in its full manhood, by rejecting both, and
confining themselves to the registration of
phenomena alone. Is this true ? Or is it rather
not only untrue, but impossible ?

Now first, Theology, oven in times of earnest
religious faith, has seldom or never claimed to
bo an instrument for physical discovery. It
IWH taught tho duty of owning the control of
some Divine Power in all physical changes,